Joash the Boy King
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Both Judah and lsrael had many evil kings.
Kinq Ahaziah of Judah died,
King
died. his
hi's mothef
mother"A'
Athaliah
wanted to be queen. She had all her grandsons killed so
none of them could be king.

Only Joash, a one-year-old child, escaped. His
aunt, Jehosheba, the wife of Jehoiada the priest,
saved him. She kept him hidden in one of the rooms of the

When Joash was seven, Jehoiada carried out a
plan to make Joash king. Protected by soldiers,
Jehoiada crowned Joash and anointed his head with oil.
shouted, "Long live the king!"

Hearing the noise, Athaliah hurried to the
Temple. When she saw Joash, she tore her
clothes and cried, "Treason!" Some soldiers were ordered to take her out of the Temple and kill her.
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After several years, Joash decided to repairthe
Lord's Temple. He ordered the priests to collect
money for makini the repairs. But many years passed
and still no repairs were made.
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This money was used to pay the carpenters and
stonemasohs and metal workers wl'io made the
repairs on the Temple. Before long, the Temple was
strong and beautiful as before.

the son of Jehoiada, to
{{ fne Lord sent Zechariah,
I I warn Joash. He said: "Because you have forsaken

the Lord, he has forsaken you." Joash was angry and ordered Zechariah to be stoned to death.
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tater that year, the Syrian army attacked Judah

ana Jerusdlem. King'Joash was wounded durino the battle. While still ih bed, he was murdered by
tw"o men who had been friends of Zechariah.
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